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The Abu Dhabi Performing Arts Centre (PAC) started construction in 2006 and is currently 

undergoing construction. It is located on Saadiyat Island, a piece of land north of Abu Dhabi in the United 

Arab Emirates. The PAC was designed for the Tourism Development and Investment Company of Abu 

Dhabi (TDIC) as the location was intended for cultural appreciation and tourism usage1. The Abu Dhabi 

PAC will be one of the five cultural institutions that inhabit the cultural district of Saadiyat Island along. 

The other four institutions include the Contemporary Arts Museum/Guggenheim Abu Dhabi, Classical Art 

Museum, Maritime Museum, and Sheikh Zayed National Museum. All of which were designed by 

legendary architecture firms such as Frank Gehry Partners, Jean Nouvel Studios, Tadao Ando, and 

Foster & Partners respectively2.  

Zaha Hadid Architects are the architects behind the Abu Dhabi PAC. Hadid’s design calls for 

62,770 m² in total floor area with a height of 62 m and a width of 135 m. There is also a bridge that 

connects into the PAC, resulting in the total length of the building being 490 m. The footprint is 25,800 m² 

excluding the bridge1. The PAC consists of five theatres: a music hall, concert hall, opera house, drama 

theatre, and a flexible theatre with a seating capacity of 6300 seats3. 

The PAC follows a strict environmental design. The building’s façade is intended to mimic the 

natural world. This can be seen in how the structure and openings within the building resemble different 

plant elements, such as leaves and branches. There is a continuous usage of concrete arms which help 

to delineate this 62 m high building. As the building grows taller, the structure becomes more complex as 

more curvilinear lines and abstract facades become more repetitive. This is accomplished through the 

crisscrossing created by a mesh of trusses which in turn resemble the veins of a leaf to again stick to that 

desired natural world design4. The structure is to be “like fruits on a vine and face westward, towards the 

water,” said Hadid3. 

The spatial arrangement takes advantage of the sea-front location as the local lobbies for all the 

theatres are facing the sea. This is to maintain constant visual contact with surroundings. The PAC 

welcomes light and views of the city through the large windows in the halls5 and all venues are to be 

divided by large foyers with skylights to allow further natural light to enter4. We can confidently say that 

concrete and glass are the top materials being used in this project.  

While this structure has caught the eye of many engineering and architecture firms, there are still 

a handful of problems that are being faced that have caused the building to still be in construction. Being 

located on Saadiyat Island means that the foundation is comprised of sand forcing extensive engineering 

efforts to be made against natural challenges such as sedimentation and erosion. However, the 

remodeling and relandscaping of the original land has helped prepare for future construction efforts4. 



 
1 https://www.zaha-hadid.com/architecture/abu-dhabi-performing-arts-
centre/#:~:text=The%20new%20Performing%20Arts%20Centre,combined%20seating%20capacity%20fo
r%206%2C300 
 
2 https://www.dezeen.com/2007/02/02/zaha-hadid-in-abu-dhabi-update/ 
 
3 https://www.archinomy.com/case-studies/abu-dhabi-performing-arts-centre-by-zaha-hadid/ 
 
4 https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.1515/9783034610940.120/pdf 
 
5 http://architecturalmoleskine.blogspot.com/2012/09/zaha-hadid-performing-arts-center-abu.html 
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