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The Hoa Lac National Innovation Center is a collection of buildings spread across the area of 35

hectares in Hoa Lac hi-tech park on the outskirts of Hanoi, Vietnam.1 This will be the first ever national

innovation center in Vietnam. According to Arup, the center will have “a nominal GFA of 82,000m² in a

9ha site in the first phase, followed by a mixed-use development in the second phase in the remaining 14

ha plot.”2

This project is being built with the goal to create optimal infrastructural conditions for researching

and developing technological ideas.3 The National Innovation Center plans to be a “gathering place for

large domestic and international enterprises and technology groups, provide research laboratories and

test products according to international standards.”4

The building will span an area of 36,800 square metres, divided into six areas: “integrated service

centre; working space for large domestic and foreign technology companies; coworking spaces for

venture capital funds and innovative businesses; laboratory and prototype-manufacturing workshop; and

event centre, exhibition, and showroom area.”5 According to Arup, “the centre is expected to attract 40

large technology companies, 150 start-ups and SMEs, 15 venture investment funds and create more than

5,000 jobs.”6

Arup’s design of this building “references the local cultural icon of lotus and the stepped rice

terraces,” making it a one of a kind landmark in Vietnam.7 According to the project’s draft plan drawn up

by the MPI’s Central Institute for Economic Management, the National Innovation Center will be

developed with total investment of $82.6 million, including $73.9 million for the physical construction and

$8.7 million for operating capital.8

Construction of Vietnam’s National Innovation Centre officially kicked off in Hanoi on January 9th,

2021.9 According to visuals from Arup, the construction will be conducted in two phases. The first phase

will consist of the main building, which consists of the six areas discussed earlier. The second phase will

consist of ten smaller buildings which line the path to the main building. These buildings will include a

convention/exhibition space for entertainment, a boutique hotel, service apartments, a health and

wellness center, and an area for sports, retail, and restaurants.10 All of the buildings in the Hoa Lac

National Innovation Center will be constructed layer by layer from the ground up due to the Arup’s unique

design which naturally stacks each floor on top of eachother.11
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